
From: Molly Jackel 
To: PermitSonoma-Wells-PublicInput 
Subject: Well metering 
Date: Tuesday, April 4, 2023 12:09:40 PM 

EXTERNAL 

Hello! 

As a county resident and well owner, I support well metering. 
Water is a precious resource, something we shouldn’t take for granted, and I think we all need 
to do our part to ensure we don’t misuse it. 
Thank you! 

Molly Jackel 
Sebastopol, CA 
mtjackel@mac.com 
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From: Kenna Lee 
To: PermitSonoma-Wells-PublicInput 
Subject: please meter wells and require conservation 
Date: Monday, April 3, 2023 10:24:39 PM 

EXTERNAL 

To the Board of Supervisors, 

As a nurse and public health researcher, I beg that you consider the vital importance of 
measuring what water is used to increase equitable distribution of our shared groundwater 
resource. 

If you have not watched the 26-minute film, Sonoma 2050, I strongly encourage you to do so 
(https://rahus.org/sococlimate2050/) fro a simple explanation of why immediate action is 
essential, if difficult. 

Please invest political and financial capital in metering wells and requiring common sense 
limits to what is designated low water use (0.5 aft residential). 

Creating a process by which data can inform policy into the future is just good sense. 

Thank you, 

Kenna Lee 
186 Florence Ave 
Sebastopol CA 95472 
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From: Myra Mayesh 
To: PermitSonoma-Wells-PublicInput 
Subject: Well Ordinance - Today’s Meeting 
Date: Tuesday, April 4, 2023 7:33:40 AM 

EXTERNAL 

I am a Santa Rosa resident and concerned citizen about our use of our collective water supply and urge conservation 
measures be adapted to assure a sustainable future. 

I am especially concerned after the unusual rainfall this year that conservation measures will be ignored.  This 
would be both foolish and unethical. We must be proactive is preserving and not misusing water in order to support 
all residential, wildlife, and agricultural interests that put prioritize sustainability and fairness over selective short 
term gain and wasteful albeit easier and more profitable means. 

I support Gathering information regarding groundwater use, interconnected waterways, impacts of streamflow 
depletion, instream flows, and other important issues - it is extremely important that clear processes and timelines, 
with specified deadlines, be built into the ordinance itself to address these gaps, and make informed future decisions 
possible. 

“Low Water Use” for new “ministerial” (across-the-counter) permits for residential use should be 0.5 acre feet per 
year (afy). The suggested 2 afy is 4 times what is used by an average family 

• Our wells and public trust resources are already facing the dire consequences of high use wells without any 
reasonable limit, and allowing more wells to do the same thing is only going to cause more harm for us. Maintaining 
the status quo is not in any of our best interests. 

Relacement “Wells for Existing Use” must also ensure that nearby wells are not further depleted and adverse 
impacts to public trust resources are mitigated. It is important that the permitting processes include basic 
conservation requirements, and in order to plan for a sustainable future, we need information gained by metering 
and reporting. 

Larger uses must undergo discretionary review to meaningfully address contributions to cumulative impacts. The 
status quo is causing us harm and cannot be allowed to continue. 

Groundwater is a shared public resource, and it is time that we all do our part to help ensure the long-term 
sustainability of our waters for all of our benefit. This means that groundwater users must adopt conservation 
measures wherever feasible. 

• To help make conservation requirements fair, the County should set a reasonable use limit for wells in order to 
qualify for a ministerial (across-the-counter) permit and allow individuals to meet the requirement in a way that 
works for their own use. 

• In order to protect our groundwater supplies, the County must be clear about which criteria and standards will be 
applied to permits that will credibly and reliably reduce use. 
5) The proposed “Public Trust Review Area” (PTRA) map is not inclusive or fully representative of public trust 
resources within Sonoma County. Important public trust resources in our three groundwater basins (GSAs), which 
the State has already identified as over-subscribed, are not receiving necessary protection. 
• The PTRA should be as expansive as possible until more information is available that demonstrates that basic 
requirements of conservation, reduced use, metering and reporting are proven to protect our public trust resources 
and our long-term groundwater sustainability. Portions of GSAs have not been included in the PTRA without a clear 
explanation. There are basic things that all well owners in the County would want to do to assure their own reliable 
water supply - and for the benefit of the entire County. 

Mettering &/or monitoring requirements should be required for well permits in the County. 



• Metering and reporting of groundwater use is the only way the County can close the existing data gaps and 
improve models used to make decisions - in order to make informed decisions on how to assure future water 
supplies and protect public trust resources. This information is particularly important to comprehensively address 
cumulative impacts that are ongoing and worsening each year. 

• Metering for all new and replacement wells in the County would help ensure fairness for all applicants, and is vital 
to ensuring the County is able to identify when and where to make informed changes to the PTRA. 

• The proposal does not include any criteria, terms, thresholds, standards, or identifying information that must be 
met as part of the discretionary permit process and this needs to be addressed and corrected. 

Thank you for your consideration in implementing ordinances that are life preserving, fair, and in the interests of our 
immediate and long term future. 

Sincerely, 

Myra J. Mayesh 

1234 Kodiak act 
Santa Rosa CA 95405 
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From: Jaime Neary 
To: BOS; Chris Coursey; Susan Gorin; David Rabbitt; James Gore; district4; Lynda Hopkins 
Cc: PermitSonoma-Wells-PublicInput; Nathan Quarles; Tennis Wick; Christina Rivera; Robert Pennington; Jennifer 

Klein 
Subject: Russian Riverkeeper"s Comments Re the Sonoma County Well Ordinance Amendment 
Date: Tuesday, April 4, 2023 12:30:49 AM 
Attachments: image001.png 

Russian Riverkeeper Comment Letter SoCo Well Ordinance & PTD (4.4.23).pdf 

EXTERNAL 

Good morning, 

Please find attached Russian Riverkeeper's comment letter regarding the proposed amendment 
for the Sonoma County Well Ordinance as it relates to the Public Trust Doctrine. Please let us 
know if you have any questions. 

Best, 
Jaime 

Jaime Neary || Staff Attorney 
Russian Riverkeeper 
707-723-7781 

It’s your River—we protect it! 
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.RUSSIAN I\~ RIVERKEEPER 

continue to change, it is increasingly important that the duty owed to our public trust resources is 
not forgotten, ignored, or minimized due to political disagreement. 

Under this affirmative duty the County has the authority to amend this well ordinance to be 
protective of public trnst resources and must do so. This includes the authority, and important 
need, to ensure the status quo is not allowed to persist for groundwater wells, and that metering 
and reporting is required for all groundwater well types and uses. Though the County has taken 
steps to address these needs there is still a heavy skewing of protections that will in effect only 
maintain the status quo with few, if any, improvements to the well-being of our public trnst 
resources or provide protection to residential wells already going dry. As such, the County is 
excusing past behaviors and maintaining the status quo in these areas to the continued detriment 
of our public trust resources and County residents. 

The time to protect our public t:Iust resources and water supplies is now. Eve1y day we observe 
other parts of California and the arid West having to deal with water shmtages, environmental 
harms, and loss of economic and cultural benefits. To avoid similar circumstances action must 
be taken today. We must plan now to have a future where our creeks and rivers salmon, 
wildlands, farms, communities and water supply are protected and sustained for future use. 

Please let us know if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Jaime Neary 
Staff Attorney 
Russian Riverkeeper 

Don McEnhill 
Executive Director 
Russian Riverkeeper 
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From: PHILLP RUSSELL 
To: PermitSonoma-Wells-PublicInput 
Subject: my concerns 
Date: Tuesday, April 4, 2023 10:55:11 AM 

EXTERNAL 

Hello! 

I have lived on Pepper Rd in Petaluma for 41 years and have relied on a well for my 
water all of that time. 
I started to get concerned when I saw all the vineyards being planted around sonoma 
Co.  Now I am further concerned about the pot farms which take up even more water. 
Would be so sad to have us old timers lose our water. 
So happy you are addressing these issues, as we certainly cannot take our ground 
water for granted. 

Thank you, 
RuthAnn Russell 
804 Pepper Rd 
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From: Florence Sheffer
To: PermitSonoma-Wells-PublicInput
Subject: Well water metering
Date: Tuesday, April 4, 2023 3:54:41 PM

• Residences should stay within the reasonable limit of 0.5 afy if seeking a simple permit pathway.
Extenuating circumstances could dictate a greater need, but a 2 afy threshold does not represent
“low-water use” by any commonsense reading. It will not encourage groundwater conservation or
discourage water waste, and it is unlikely to adequately address future impacts to public trust
resources and our existing wells.

Metering &/or monitoring requirements should be required for new well permits in the County.
• Metering and reporting of groundwater use is the only way the County can close the existing data
gaps and
improve models used to make decisions - in order to make informed decisions on how to assure
future water
supplies and protect public trust resources.

Thank you,

Florence Sheffer
Cell/text 707-483-5439
Mail@Florencesheffer.com

THIS EMAIL ORIGINATED OUTSIDE OF THE SONOMA COUNTY EMAIL SYSTEM.
Warning: If you don’t know this email sender or the email is unexpected,
do not click any web links, attachments, and never give out your user ID or password.



From: Phyllis Tajii 
To: BOS; Robert Pennington; Christina Rivera; Tennis Wick; Nathan Quarles; PermitSonoma-Wells-PublicInput; 

Jennifer Klein 
Subject: Comments on the Sonoma County Code Chapter 25B (the Well Ordinance) 
Date: Monday, April 3, 2023 11:17:53 PM 
Attachments: Sonoma County Well Ordinance- Letter to BOS, April 3, 2023.pdf 

EXTERNAL 

Dear Sonoma County Board of Supervisors and County Staff, 

The attached letter is written on behalf of Sonoma County Japanese American Citizens League regarding the process 
to amend the Sonoma County Code Chapter 25B (the Well Ordinance). 

Thank you for your time, 
Phyllis Tajii 
President, Sonoma County Japanese American Citizens League 
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